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INCORPORATED 

LAS TRAMPAS BRANCH 116

ELKS LODGE

 WALNUT CREEK, CA

BRANCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
February 20, 2012
Big SIR Neil Schmidt called the meeting to order at 10:02am.

Secretary Dick Chaffee confirmed a quorum was present.  Executive Committee members in attendance were Big SIR Neil Schmidt, Little SIR Art Vogl, Secretary Dick Chaffee, Assistant Secretary Joel White, Treasurer John Peterson, Membership Secretary Andy Benz, Directors Alex Lutkus, Bob Donohue, Jim Johnson, Bernie Wroblewski and Ron Armijo.  Also attending were Committee Chairmen Jim Nachtweih (Attendance), Dick Thomson (Audit), Harry Sherinian (Fishing), Jerry Hicks (Activities) and  Matt Arena (Sunshine).   Region 6 Director Dean Steichen was also in attendance.
Welcome:
Big SIR Neil Schmidt welcomed SIR Region 6 Director Dean Steichen to the meeting.
Agenda:

Big SIR Neil Schmidt reviewed the meeting agenda and asked if there were any additions or changes to the agenda.   There were none.

Secretary’s Report:

Assistant Secretary Joel White reported the January minutes have been sent to the BEC.   With the exception of in the future adding to the minutes, the names of the members introducing motions and their 2nders, he received no other comments or corrections.
Ron Armijo moved the minutes be accepted as reported.  Andy Benz, 2nd.

Motion approved.  
Secretary Dick Chaffee reported that the Branch Secretary is required to notify the Area 2 Governor that the Branch Officer records have been transferred from the 2011 Officers to the 2012 Officers.  It was confirmed that all Officer and BEC records have been transferred.  Dick Chaffee will notify the Area Governor.
Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer John Peterson reported the Form 28 Branch cash balance for February is $3,151.27.   This is approximately a $1,500 reduction from the balance at the start of the year.
John also reported that he is starting to collect the 2012 $40 Voluntary Contribution at today’s Lunch.  This should put the Treasury in good shape.
Attendance:

Jim Nachtweih reported :
Current membership


251  (This figure is based the our 









Luncheon name tag count.)

February Luncheon guests

   5
Speakers




   1
Visitors




   1
Excused members         


 35
Estimated Unexcused members
 25


Estimated Luncheon attendees:
198
Jim also reported he sent out Unexcused Letters to 15 members for January’s lunch.  11 members have paid and 4 members were excused.

Jim brought up the issue of members who have long term illnesses and are unable to attend lunch.   Jim said our Branch has a few such members and that according to Rule 90 they can elect to go inactive until their health improves, then return to active status.

After discussion, Alex Lutkus made a motion to have Big SIR Neil Schmidt send a letter to these members explaining this option and to see if they wanted to go inactive.  Bob Donohue, 2nd.

Motion approved.

Membership:

Andy Benz reported:

1. Our current Branch membership is 251. 
2. 2 are scheduled to be inducted at today’s Lunch.
3. There are 41 inactive members.
4. 3 members have resigned.

Andy Benz made a motion to accept James M. Barstow and Peter W. Shea as new Branch members.  Bob Donohue, 2nd.

Motion approved.
Little SIR Report:

Little SIR Art Vogl reported that today’s Luncheon speaker is Tony Schilling who will speak about the history of the USS Hornet and the USS Hornet Museum.
Committee Reports:
1. Recruiting Team:  Bernie Wroblewski reported they are getting business cards and brochures prepared to aid in recruiting.

2.  Walking Club:  Joel White the Walking Club will hold a walk this Friday.

3.  Activity Chairman Jerry Hicks reported:

a. The Blue Stars from the USS Hornet will perform at the May Spring Fling.  This year the Spring Fling will be held at the Contra Costa Country Club.

b. Bocce Ball, a new Branch activity, is being organized and is starting up.

c. Jerry is working to organize a Branch bingo activity.

d. Area 2 is organizing a spring duplicate bridge tournament.

e. Wine Tasting is scheduled to meet this month at Al Reynolds home.

f. Dine-O-SIRs has scheduled its next dinner on March 13 at Benihana.
A question was asked about SIR liability insurance for Branch activities.  Ron Armijo reported that according SIR Rules and By-Laws, the BEC needs to approve the Branch activities in order for these activities to be covered by SIR liability insurance.

Ron Armijo moved that all Branch activities currently scheduled between now and our next BEC meeting, March 19, be approved.  In addition each Activity Chairman will provide a list of their 2012 activities to the BEC at the March 19 meeting for approval.   Alex Lutkus, 2nd.

Motion approved.

Old Business: 
none

New Business:
none
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:36.
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