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INCORPORATED 

LAS TRAMPAS BRANCH 116

ELKS LODGE

 WALNUT CREEK, CA

BRANCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
February 18, 2013
Big SIR Art Vogl called the meeting to order at 10:04am.

Dick Chaffee confirmed a quorum was present.  Executive Committee members in attendance were Big SIR Art Vogl, Little SIR Phil Goff, Secretary Dick Chaffee, Treasurer John Peterson, Assistant Treasurer Bob Shader, Membership Secretary Andy Benz, Directors Bob Testa, Bernie Wroblewski, Alex Lutkus and Neil Schmidt.  Also attending were Committee Chairmen  Dick Thomson (Membership Roster), Jim Nachtweih (Attendance), Harry Sherinian (Fishing), Ben Smith (Dine-O-Sirs), Matt Arena (Sunshine), and Jerry Christopherson ( Activities Coordinator).   Also attending was Gary Plisco, 2013 Area 2 Governor.
Welcome:

Big SIR Art Vogl introduced and welcomed Area 2 Governor Gary Plisco to the BEC.
Agenda:

Big SIR Art Vogl reviewed the agenda.  Art introduced 2 new agenda items:  Phil Goff would like to form a Branch Speakers Committee, and 2. Andy Benz would like to update the BEC on the Boulder Creek Golf Outing.  There were no other additions or changes to the agenda.
Branch Speakers Committee
Little SIR Phil Goff wants to form a “Speakers Committee” to identify and solicit top quality speakers for the Branch 116 luncheons.  Phil reviewed his proposed Committee charter with the BEC.
Bob Shader made a motion to have the Little SIR form a Speakers Committee.
Neil Schmidt, 2nd.

Motion approved.

Boulder Creek Golf Outing

Andy Benz said the Boulder Creek Golf Outing has been a Branch 116 tradition for a number of years.  However participation has been declining the past few years.   This year the Outing has been canceled due to lack of participation.
Secretary’s Report:

Secretary Dick Chaffee reported that the January BEC meeting minutes were recently e-mailed to the BEC.  Dick apologized for the late e-mailing but he just returned from an extended ski trip.
Bernie Wroblewski proposed one change to the minutes.  In the Big SIR Report/2013 Budget section, Bernie would like the following “Bernie Wroblewski volunteered to help with the Newsletter changes” changed to “Bernie Wroblewski volunteered to help Dick Thomson with the notification of the Newsletter changes.”

Motion by Bernie Wroblewski, 2nd Neil Schmidt to approve the minutes as amended. 

Motion approved.

Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer John Peterson reported the Branch’s February 2013 Form 28 cash balance is $3,871.61.   John said we have barely over $2,000 in our cash bank account.  However, since today we start collecting the 2013 Voluntary Contributions, we are in good shape.
Attendance:

Jim Nachtweih reported:



Current membership


250
(This figure is based the our 









Luncheon name tag count.)

February Luncheon guests

  11  

Speakers




    1



    
Inactive members attending

    0

Number of Visitors

    

    1

Excused members         


  23



Estimated Unexcused members
  25



Estimated Luncheon attendees

215

Jim sent out 10 Unexcused Letters for the January lunch.   7 have paid, 2 were excused and 1 is still outstanding.
Bob Testa questioned the practice of having our Luncheon guests and their sponsors sit at special tables.  Bob suggested that more members would meet the guests if they sat with their sponsors at the members’ tables.

After BEC discussion, Alex Lutkus proposed having the Branch inductees sit at a special table with their sponsors, but the guests should sit with their sponsors at member tables. 

The BEC concurred with Alex’s proposal.

Membership:

Membership Secretary Andy Benz reported:

1. Our current Branch membership is 250.
2. 4 candidates are scheduled to be inducted at today’s Lunch:  Rod Harris, Ralph Reamy, Hugh Duggan and Richard Lopez
Membership (continued):
3. We have 47 inactive members.  
Andy Benz made a motion to accept Rod Harris (Dennis Perry, sponsor), Ralph Reamy (Nick Bowles, sponsor), Hugh Duggan (Al Zavattero, sponsor) and Richard Lopez ( Jim Johnson, sponsor) as new Branch members.
Neil Schmidt, 2nd.
Motion approved.
Big SIR Report:
1. Big SIR Art Vogl again introduced Gary Plisco, Area 2 Governor.
2. Art reviewed the 2013 Budget parameters:   the Lunch cost remains at $15,  the Voluntary Contribution is increased to $45 and members who request printed, mailed copies of the Trampas Topics will pay a $20 annual charge.

3. Art’s main goal for 2013 is to maintain Branch membership!

Little SIR Report:
Little SIR Phil Goff said today’s Luncheon speaker is Rick Delamain, past Executive Chef of Le Virage and current owner of Cypress restaurant in Walnut Creek.  Rick will speak on what’s  it  like to own a restaurant in Walnut Creek. 
Our March speaker will be a representative from the California Highway Patrol who will speak on safe driving.
Committee Reports:

Jerry Christopherson, Activities Director and major party planner, reported a member approached him and asked why members who are single aren’t invited to the spring and Christmas holiday parties.   The BEC response was singles are invited.  In fact all Branch members are invited.   Neil Schmidt suggested we especially mention in the party flyers that all Branch members are invited and welcome.
Old Business: 
none

New Business:

none
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:33am.
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