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INCORPORATED 

LAS TRAMPAS BRANCH 116

ELKS LODGE

 WALNUT CREEK, CA

BRANCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
March 18, 2013
Big SIR Art Vogl called the meeting to order at 10:05 am.

Assistant Secretary Joel White confirmed that a quorum was present.  Executive Committee members in attendance were Big SIR Art Vogl, Little SIR Phil Goff, Assistant secretary Joel White, Treasurer John Peterson, Assistant Treasurer Bob Shader, Membership Secretary Andy Benz, Directors Jim Johnson, Alex Lutkus, Bob Testa, Bernie Wroblewski and Neil Schmidt.  Also attending were Committee Chairmen:  Dick Thomson (Membership Roster), Jim Nachtweih (Attendance), Harry Sherinian (Fishing), Matt Arena (Sunshine), Ron Armijo (Audit).
Agenda:

Big SIR Art Vogl reviewed the agenda.  No new items were added.
Secretary’s Report:

Assistant Secretary Joel White reported that the minutes for the February 13  BEC meeting were e-mailed to the BEC members and  Committee Chairmen.  There were no corrections or additions received.  Minutes were approved by acclamation
Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer John Peterson reviewed the Branch’s March 2013 Form 28 report. Inadvertantly he included some of todays luncheon expenses in the expense category, so the actual cash balance is $10,700.   Dick Thompson reported that about 60% of the members had paid their voluntary contribution last month, and he expected another significant amount today.  John noted that cash flow was as anticipated.
Attendance:

Jim Nachtweih reported:



Current membership


252
(This figure is based the our 









Luncheon name tag count.)

March Luncheon guests


    9  

Speakers




    1



    
Inactive members attending

    0

Number of Visitors

    

    0

Excused members         


  47



Estimated Unexcused members
  25



Estimated Luncheon attendees

190

Membership: Form 27 report was reviewed by Membership Secretary Andy Benz:
· Our current Branch membership is 252.  

· 8 candidates are scheduled to be inducted at today’s Lunch:     
Inductees:


Sponsor: 

Harry Oberle

Al Zavattero


Norman Alberts

Bernie Wroblewski


Ken Binning


Jon Rasmussen


Al Satake


Bob Donohue


Dennis Snarr

Jerry Kaplan


James Amland

Andy Benz


David Ferm


Al Zavattero


Mike Loughery

Bernie Wroblewski
· There is one Guest:

John Riordan

Richard Black
· 1 member went to inactive and 5 have died since the first of the year.

M/S/P Andy Benz/ Bob Schrader that the 8 new candidates above be approved and inducted today.
Big SIR Report:
· The first item in the Big Sir Report was a review of Branch 116 Officer Liability Coverage.  Neil Schmidt moved and Bob Testa seconded the following: 
“Pursuant to the provisions of California Corporations Code 5239,
effective January 1, 2013, Branch 116 received a determination
made by the SIR State Insurance Committee which reveals that the
cost of obtaining Officer and Directors Liability insurance exceeds 5%
of the prior year budget. This constitutes a good faith effort to obtain
such insurance and we therefore defer to the Sections 5239 which
states “there shall be no personal liability to a third party for monetary
damages on the part of a volunteer director or volunteer executive
office of a nonprofit corporation subject to this part, caused by the
director’s or officer’s negligent act or omission in the performance of
that person’s duties as a director of officer.” Therefore it is moved,
seconded and passed that Branch 116 cannot afford to purchase this
type of liability insurance and the Branch elects to be covered by the
provision of Section 5239.”.

Motion passed unanimously.

· Trampas Topics Volunteer:  Neil Schmidt requested a volunteer to pick up the 9 copies of Trampas Topics still sent by mail, fold them, put on mailing labels and postage, and take to post-office.  Discussion ensued regarding recruitment of a new member to this function.  Jim Johnson volunteered to perform this function in the interim.
· Big Sir Art Vogl said his major initiative for the Branch in 2013 of accelerating new members is thus far a success with 10 new inductees to date.  Bernie Wroblewski noted that face to face invitations were of the highest success rate.  There were very few phone calls.  Phil Goff noted that he monitored e-mails for any responses to the web-site.  Andy Benz received two phone calls, both of whom are inductees, in response to the brochure.
Little SIR Report:
Little SIR Phil Goff noted that today’s speaker will be Officer John Fransen, Chief Information Officer of the Contra Costa CHP.  
He also announced the formation of a new speakers committee that will have its first meeting this Saturday morning.
Committee Reports: 
Nominations for 2014

Members: Neil Schmidt, Chair, Ron Armijo, Frank Crua, Bob Donahue, Bob Testa, Carlos Xavier.


Nominees: Big SIR: Phil Goff (current little SIR), Little Sir: Bob Donohue, Secretary: Dick Chaffee (returning), Assistant Secretary: Joel White (returning), Treasurer: Carl Langhorst (new), Asst. Treasurer: Bob Shrader (returning), Membership Chair: Andy Benz (returning), Directors: Terry Grummitt (new), Paul Ramacciotti (new), Jim Johnson (3rd year), Jerry Kaplan (3rd year), Bob Testa (2nd year), Art Vogl (past Big SIR)

Schedule:

· Complete slate by May 31

· Announce slate at June meeting

· Election in August

Big SIR Art Vogl commended and thanked the nominating committee for their service.

Sunshine:
Matt Arena announced that George Willis, an inactive former member, died.  His memorial service is today at 2PM in Concord.
Old Business: 
none

New Business:

The issue of liability insurance for fishing was raised since it was stated that “water sports” were not covered by State policy.  Phil Goff indicated that he would check on it.  There was then discussion about activities in general and it was noted that a vote of the BEC was required annually on all activities in order for them to be covered by state SIR sponsored liability.  Phil, Neil Schmidt and Joel White were to work to get a new list of activities from the Chairs to present at the next meeting for a vote.  They were also to work on a list of all items that require annual review and BEC vote for future reference.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:35am.
Respectfully submitted, Joel White, Asst. Secretary

CC:
Executive Committee
Golf Chairman



Travel Chairman

Area 2 Governor

Walking and Hiking Chairman

Sunshine Chairman


Region 6 Director

Investment Chairman


Fishing Chairman

Newsletter Editor

Book Club Chairman


Auditor
Ladies Day Chairman
Computer & Technology Chairman
Activities Coordinator Attendance Chairman
