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INCORPORATED 

LAS TRAMPAS BRANCH 116

ELKS LODGE

 WALNUT CREEK, CA

BRANCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
July 21, 2014

Little SIR Bob Donohue called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.  Big Sir Phil Goff is off traveling the world.

Secretary Dick Chaffee confirmed a quorum was present.  Executive Committee members in attendance were Little SIR Bob Donohue, Secretary Dick Chaffee, Treasurer Carl Langhorst, Assistant Treasurer  Bob Shader, Membership Secretary Andy Benz, Directors Wayne Cook, Art Vogl, Jim Johnson, Bob Testa and Paul Ramaciotti.  Committee Chairmen Jim Nachtweih (Attendance), Jerry Christopherson (Activities), Harry Sherinian (Fishing), Neil Schmidt (Technology Group & Newsletter Editor), (Dick Thomson (Membership Roster) and Matt Arena (Sunshine) were in attendance.   Branch members Bernie Wroblewski  and Lou Sandor also attended.   Special visitors from Branch 8 Walt Schick and Tony deLosacla were present.  

Welcome:

Little SIR Bob Donohue welcomed Walt and Tony to the meeting.  They were attending  to help with our discussion on recruiting.

Secretary’s Report:

Secretary Dick Chaffee reported corrected minutes for the June 16 BEC meeting were e-mailed to the BEC members and Committee Chairmen.  Dick asked if anyone had any additional additions or corrections to the minutes. There were none. 

The minutes were accepted as corrected.

Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Carl Langhorst reported the Form 28 Branch cash balance for June 2014 is $10,181.75.    

The Branch’s cash balance as of July 20 is $9,117.46.  Carl reported the July Custodial Accounts through July 20 have a net loss of $600.   Carl said this loss is mainly due to pre-paying some expenses for future 2014 SIR events.  These accounts will be repaid once the events occur.

Attendance:

Attendance Chairman Jim Nachtweih reported:

Current membership


240
(This figure is based the our 









Luncheon name tag count.)

Speakers




    1



    

Number of Visitors

    

    5


Excused members         


  38




Estimated Unexcused members
  30



Estimated Luncheon attendees

184

Jim reported that 18 Unexcused Letters were sent out for the June Lunch.  3 were excused, 9 paid, 2 resigned, 1 to inactive and 3 are outstanding.

Jim observed that the 240 Luncheon membership figure is the lowest in 2 years.
Membership:

Membership Secretary Andy Benz reported:

Our current Branch membership is 245.

Two candidates are scheduled to be inducted at today’s Lunch.

There are 46 inactive members.  

Candidate John Hughes, sponsor Bernie Wroblewski, and Greg Hughes, sponsor Al Satake, are scheduled to be inducted at today’s Lunch.  

Andy Benz made a motion to accept John Hughes and Greg Hughes as Branch 116 members. 

2nd by Bob Donohue.

Motion approved.

Little SIR Report:

Little SIR Bob Donohue reported:

Luncheon Parking 

Additional parking across the street is now available for Luncheon parking.  Art Vogl placed the SIR parking signs for this additional parking.  

Publicity

Wayne reported the Walnut Creek Journal had an article about the 1944 Port Chicago Disaster. The article mentioned today’s Branch 116 Lunch and speaker Wayne Korsinen who will speak about the Disaster.

Wayne said:

Three additional newspapers were added to the distribution list this past month: Concord Transcript, Lamorinda Sun and Clayton Pioneer.

Branch 116 announcements were published in 6 papers.

Two papers printed Branch 116 announcements twice during the past month giving us a total of 8 listings for July’s Lunch.

Bernie Wroblewski said he has received 6 calls from this publicity

The BEC consensus is Wayne is doing a super job on Publicity!

Recruiting

Bernie Wroblewski reported on last week’s Area 2 Recruitment Activities meeting.  Tony deLosacla and Walt Schick explained about the SIR business cards to hand out to visitors and prospective members.  The cards are given to the general membership to be used in recruitment.

Bernie also said the various Branches summarized their activities at the meeting.

Luncheon Speaker

Bob said today’s Luncheon speaker is Wayne Korsinen.  Wayne will speak about the 1944 Port Chicago Disaster. 

There will be no speaker in August.  Instead Paul King and the Jump-In Band will perform.

 Luncheon Invocation

Bob said Doug Aalders will give the Invocation at today’s Lunch.

Committee Reports:

San Francisco Walking Tours

Bernie Wroblewski said he will have a signup sheet at today’s Lunch for the August 23 San  Francisco Walking Tour. 

Old Business:


none


New Business:

none

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:29am.
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