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INCORPORATED 

LAS TRAMPAS BRANCH 116

ELKS LODGE

 WALNUT CREEK, CA

BRANCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
March 16, 2015
Big SIR Bob Donohue called the meeting to order at 10:03 am.

Secretary Fred Schafer confirmed a quorum was present.  Executive Committee members in attendance were:
Big SIR Bob Donohue 
Little SIR Jim Barstow
Secretary Fred Schafer 
Assistant Secretary Joel White
Treasurer Carl Langhorst 
Assistant Treasurer Bob Shader

Assistant Treasurer Al Satake

Membership Secretary Andy Benz,
Directors 
Wayne Cook
John Story
 
Paul Ramacciotti 
Also attending were Committee Chairmen:  Neil Schmidt, Matt Arena, Harry Sherinian, DickThomson, Bernie Wroblewski, Jim Nachtweih, 
Agenda:

Big SIR Bob Donohue reviewed the meeting agenda and asked if there were any additions or changes to the agenda.  There were none.   

Secretary’s Report:  
Secretary Fred Schafer asked if there were any additions or corrections to the February 16, 2015 minutes.  There were none.  A motion to approve was made by John Story and seconded by Al Satake.  The motion was approved.
Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Carl Langhorst reported the Form 28 Branch ending cash balance for 
February is $11,856.43.
Attendance:

Jim Nachtweih reported:
Current membership: 242


           (This figure is based the our 









Luncheon name tag count.)
Luncheon guests:  10

     
Speakers:  1




    
Inductees:  2




    
Excused members:  38         

 
Estimated Unexcused members:  25
  

Estimated Luncheon attendees:  185
10 Unexcused Letters sent out for the January Lunch.

1 was excused

1 paid, and
1 is outstanding.
Membership:

Andy Benz reported:

1. Our current Branch membership is 244. 
2.  2 candidates are scheduled to be inducted at today’s Lunch.
3. There are 47 inactive members.

4. 0 members have- resigned.

 Andy Benz made a motion to accept Mike Schnieder and Ron Henrickson as new branch members.  Motion 2nd by Al Satake.
Motion approved.
Big Sir Report:
a. Today’s storyteller will be Marty Ratterree
b. Chaplain Dave Williams
c. We are adding another “open table” today to be placed at the rear of the room.  This table can’t be reserved.

d. Our new Area 2 Governor, replacing Robbie Robinson, is Ed Benson.  He is the current Big Sir of Branch 8 and will hold both jobs until the end of the year.

e. Bob, along with all other Area 2 Big Sirs, met with Area 2 Governor Ed Benson March 12.  Various discussions regarding ways to increase branch membership were held.  There included:

· Add a “red dot” to new member badges so that all older members will make sure to converse with them.  Jim Nachtweih will see if we can do this.

· A “support team” consisting of one member from each Area 2 branch be formed to help look for new members.  Bernie Wroblewski will represent our branch.

· There will be a “recruiting meeting” for the Area 2 “support team” at the Walnut Creek Library March 26.

· Branch 8 has made contacts within the Walnut Creek Senior Center.  The Senior Center and Branch 8 will put info regarding activities for each in their respective newsletters.  We will check into the possibility of doing the same at the Danville, etc. senior centers.

f. The state SIR meet is August 3. They will be selling sponsored tables for $200.  Bob will contact the lady that sold monogramed SIR clothing at our branch a few months ago to see if she would be interested in sponsoring a table.
Little SIR Report:

Little SIR Jim Barstow reported that today’s Luncheon speaker is Bernie Rosner. 
He will speak about his book “An Uncommon Friendship”.
Next month’s speaker will speak about the State Licensing Board and its effort to prevent senior fraud.  She will also speak about reverse mortgages.  

Committee Reports:

Matt Arena – Sunshine:

· Matt through Max Foust reported that Mario Beria, Branch 116 oldest inactive member, is under Hospice care.  He is 99.5 years old.

· Matt commended Neil Schmidt for how nice the Las Trampas Topics looks and its contents.  Neil mentioned that he has added other activities on Page 2.

Dick Thomson – Fishing
· Dick checked into State SIR Insurance, which we pay for monthly, and how it covers the fishing group.  He found that fishing is only covered “from the bank”.  There is no coverage for fishing from boats, kayaks, etc.  This will be looked into further.  In the meantime, member boats are assumed to have liability insurance which should cover our needs.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:37.
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