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INCORPORATED 

LAS TRAMPAS BRANCH 116

ELKS LODGE

 WALNUT CREEK, CA

BRANCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
September 21, 2015
Big SIR Bob Donohue called the meeting to order at 10:03 am.

Secretary Fred Schafer confirmed a quorum was present.  Executive Committee members in attendance were: 
Big SIR Bob Donohue 
Secretary Fred Schafer 
Treasurer Carl Langhorst 
Assistant Treasurer Bob Shader, Al Satake
Membership Andy Benz

Directors 
John Story
 
Paul Ramacciotti 
Phil Goff
Also attending were Committee Chairmen:  Harry Sherinian, Jim Nachtweih and Dick Thomson.  
Agenda:

Big SIR Bob Donohue reviewed the meeting agenda and asked if there were any additions or changes to the agenda. There were none.  
Secretary’s Report:  Secretary Fred Schafer asked if there were any additions or corrections to the August 17 BEC Minutes as written by Assistant Secretary Joel White. There were none.  A motion was made to approve the minutes by Al Satake and seconded by John Story.  The motion was approved.

 Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Carl Langhorst reported the Form 28 Branch cash balance for 
September is $10,038.29.

 Attendance:
Jim Nachtweih reported:
Current membership 237


           (This figure is based the our 









Luncheon name tag count.)

Luncheon guests:  3

     
Speakers:  1




    
Visitors:  0

Returning Inactive Members:  1




    
Excused members:  49         

 
Estimated Unexcused members:  25
  

Estimated Luncheon attendees:  168
12 Unexcused Letters sent out for the August Lunch.

1 was excused

10 paid

1 outstanding.
Membership:

Andy Benz reported:

1. Our current Branch membership is 239 
2.  2 candidates are scheduled to be inducted at today’s Lunch.
3. There are 39 inactive members.

4. 1 member has resigned.

Andy Benz made a motion to accept Craig Elloit and Lee Medeiros as new Branch Members.  The motion 2nd by Phil Goff.

The motion was approved. 
Big Sir Report:
a. Today’s Storyteller is Andy Benz

b. Today’s Chaplain is Lou Sandor
c. Bob will be presenting Dick Thomson with his Senior Honorary Life Member award today.

d. Bob spoke to Tammy of the Elks and she told him that she doesn’t expect any rent increase for us in 2016.  She’ll have our new contract by early November.

e. We have also spoken with Lana regarding lunch charges for 2016.  There will be no changes for 2016.

f. Bob discussed giving a reasonably priced bottle of wine to any member who brings any guest to the October meeting.  Branch 8 and 146 do this every so often and it works well for them.  We need something to motivate the membership.  We have the $’s from the raffle to help with the cost.  Bob Donohue made a motion to approve this action and Phil Goff seconded it.  The motion was approved.

g. Bob presented Sally Rinkert, Otto’s wife with both the Senior SIR Award and the Certificate of Remembrance on August 21st.  She was very appreciative and thanked Branch 116.

h. Neil Schmidt presented Dennis Lowe’s wife Violeta with our Certificate of Remembrance after his Memorial Service on August 31st.

i. Past Big SIR Recognition will be next month.  A lunch will be free for each of them and they will sit at a special table.  We expect there to be 9 or 10. 
Old Business:  We once again discussed the idea of having a defibrillator present at meetings.  Doctors Allen Perkle and Paul Freitas helped lead the discussion by the BEC on this subject.  Paul presented a fact sheet regarding Cardiac Arrest and AED’s.  Allen presented some examples of successful results he has witnessed.  During the BEC discussion it was suggested that additional groups have meetings at the Elks.  Having a defibrillator on premises might be to their advantage from a liability standpoint.  As such, possibly they should share in the cost of a AED.  Paul suggested that the county may have some funding for this.  He will follow up on this subject.  Bob will talk with Tammy about the Elks possible involvement and also bring up the liability of not having one.  It was mentioned that if the SIR’s eventually bought one, we would take it with us should we ever move the meeting site to another location.
Little SIR Report:

Little SIR Elect Paul Ramacciotti reported that today’s Luncheon speaker is Michael Barrington.  He will speak about his experiences in Nigeria.
Next month’s speaker is Lee Yeltson from the Valley Audiology Center.  November’s program will be our own Paul King and his band. 

Committee Reports:
Harry Sherinian of the Fishing Committee mentioned in recent SIR publicity the phone number for the committee was wrong.  We will get that changed. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:43.
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