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INCORPORATED 

LAS TRAMPAS BRANCH 116

ELKS LODGE

 WALNUT CREEK, CA

BRANCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
March 21, 2016
Big SIR Jim Barstow called the meeting to order at 10:05 am.

Secretary Fred Schafer confirmed a quorum was present.  Executive Committee members in attendance were:
Big SIR Jim Barstow 
Little SIR Paul Ramacciotti
Secretary Fred Schafer 
Assistant Treasurer’s Bob Shader, Al Satake
Membership Phil Goff
Directors:

John Story
Harry Sherinian
Bob Donohue
Also attending were Committee Chairmen:  Marty Katz, Neil Schmidt, Sam Beret, Dick Thomson, Matt Arena and Bernie Wroblewski. 
Agenda:

Big SIR Jim Barstow reviewed the meeting agenda and asked if there were any additions or changes.  It was suggested that Matt Arena’s Sunshine report be moved from after the Story Teller to following the introduction of visiters and guests.  This change was made.  There were no further changes requested. 
Secretary’s Report:  Secretary Fred Schafer stated that there had been one spelling change in the February 15, 2016 minutes.  There were no additional changes requested.  Harry Sherinian moved that the minutes be approved and Al Satake seconded.  The motion was approved.
Treasurer’s Report:

Asst. Treasurer Al Satake reported the Form 28 Branch cash balance for February is $12,943.28.  Seventy percent of the members have made their annual voluntary dues contributions.  Letters will be sent to those who have not yet done so.   
Attendance:
Sam Beret reported:
Current membership:  235


           (This figure is based the our 









Luncheon name tag count.)

 Luncheon guests:  3 – Hank Haugse, Gary Platasissi and Don Willoughby.
     
Speakers:  1




    
Visitors:  2




    
Excused members:  49         

 
Estimated Unexcused members:  21
  

Estimated Luncheon attendees:  170
21 Unexcused Letters sent out for the February Lunch.

10 paid, and
11 outstanding.

Two unexcused letters will be sent out.  The first the day after the meeting and the second when a reasonable time has passed for the first letter to be responded to.  With the parking situation associated with the current construction, it was decided that those unable to find parking will be excused.
Membership:

Phil Goff reported:

1. Our current Branch membership is 236. 
2.  2 candidates are scheduled to be inducted at today’s Lunch.
3. There are 20 inactive members.

4. 4 members have resigned.

Harry Sherinian made a motion to accept Gary Felix and Don Rushton as new Branch Members.  John Story seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.
Big Sir Report:
a. Today’s Story Teller is Marty Ratterree

b. Chaplain is Dave Williams

c. Big SIR Jim Barstow asked Trampas Topics Editor Neil Schmidt to discuss distribution issues.  Neil said that new filters had been applied to block mass e-mails on the vehicle we had been using.  We are now using Google Groups which has sent out messages asking that you accept the future receipt of the Trampas Topics.  Neil mentioned that, interestingly, 8 of our members do not have e-mail.  

d. Raffle Legal Concerns were brought up.  Discussion was suspended.

e. Big SIR Jim stated that SIRS Chuck O’Connor and Bob Watanabe have passed away.  SIR remembrance plaques will be given to the families.  Sunshine Matt Arena mentioned that he remains in contact with long time members, even after health has caused the resignation.  We want them to know that they have not been forgotten.  

f. Because of the construction adjacent to the Elks Lodge, parking is going to be a problem for at least a year.  We will remind the members that parking is available on the lower level across the street.  We also encourage carpooling.

g. Candy man Art Vogl reported that only 4 members bought See’s Easter candy through the branch this year.  Art has suggested that the Easter sales be stopped in the future.  The discussion was suspended.  We will ask Dirk Meyers if he would like to take over the Christmas See’s sales.
Little SIR Report:
Little SIR Paul Ramacciotti reported that today’s Luncheon speaker is Bill Green.  He will speak about the Viet Nam War and Wall.
Next month’s speaker is Jim Cole.  He will speak about open ocean sailboat racing.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45. 
Fred Schafer, Secretary
Executive Committee


Area 2 Governor




Region 6 Director
All Support and Activity Chairmen



