
A Nonprofit Public Benefit Organization for Retired Men Devoted to the Promotion of Independence and Dignity of Retirement. 

Sayings of 2007 Big Sir, Floyd Skelton 

Next Meeting: 
Monday, November 19, 2007 
1475 Creekside Drive 
Walnut Creek 
 
Call 806-8874 by the Thurs-
day prior to the meeting to 
cancel your standing reserva-
tion or to bring a guest! 

      November – The month of 
the Thanksgiving holiday which 
brings forth thoughts of Pil-
grims, Native Americans, tur-
keys, feasts, and all we have to 
be thankful for.  We are so 

abundantly blessed to live in this great country, 
with its freedoms, and opportunities it is certainly 
fitting that we take time to give thanks.  It is also a 
time for family get-togethers as well as a time to 
celebrate with new and old friends. 

This month also marks my final SIR 116 business 
(Executive Committee) meeting.  In the spirit of 
the holiday I want to express my thanks to all the 
members I’ve had the pleasure to work with this 
past year.  Committee chairmen, rotating Chaplains 
and Storytellers, Directors and Volunteers, it’s 
been Fun!  I’ve especially enjoyed getting better 
acquainted with our Senior Sir’s and Honorees, 
with their fascinating and incredible histories. 

Christmas Party – Bill McCord, Christmas Party 
Chairman, advises me tickets are going fast for the 
Annual SIR Branch 116 Christmas Dinner Dance 
on Wednesday, December 12th.  Reservations for 
190 attendees have been received, and capacity is 
pegged at 220.  Details are provided on page 9 in 
this month’s Trampas Topics, and can be mailed 
with your $35.00 per person check to Bill at: 209 
Ivy Drive, Orinda, California 94563.  Don’t Miss 
It . . . It’s a Great Night of Fun with some Great 
People! 

Parking Solution?  As most of you are aware we 
are facing a difficult challenge regarding adequate 
parking for our luncheon meetings.  We will take 

an initial look, at the November board meeting, of 
a unique approach of providing a ride-sharing tool 
that is under development by our sister Branch, #8.   
Utilizing the information in our membership roster/
database the final product is a Google map graphi-
cally displaying where our members live.  Visual-
ize if you will, a map with ‘stickpins and flags’ 
showing who, the address, and graphically, where 
our members live in relation to each other.  Is this 
the answer?  Time will tell; in the meantime your 
suggestions on the issue are invited. 

See’s Candy Sale for the Holidays – the form is 
printed on page 4 of this Newsletter.  Make your 
selections and mail it or bring it to the November 
luncheon. 

Happy Thanksgiving to All! 

Floyd Skelton 

 TRAMPAS 
 TOPICS 

November, 2007 

November Birthdays 
When you see these members, wish them a 
Happy Birthday! 

Andrews, William  
Bamberger, Richard 
Borrecco, Courtney 
Brown, Douglas 
Clark, William 
Conlon, Bob 
DeSilva, Lytton 
Donaldson, Arthur 
Fox, Grovenor 
Green, Russell 
Hayes, William 
Hogan, Bill 

Kalteis, Siegfried  
Kosters, Edward 
Krikorian, Oscar 
Morgan, Jesse 
Randall, Lonny 
Rhodes, Kay 
Saaveda, Charles 
Schmidt, Neil 
Shaner, Harry 
Testa, Robert 
Walker, Edwin 
Member 162 
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Branch 116 Leadership for 2007 

Executive Committee 

Board of Directors 

Attendance  Jim Nachtweih     838-7417 
Audit   Dick Thomson     944-1760 
Bridge   Milt Greenstein    376-5589 
Candy Sales  Dirk Meyer          820-6878 
Chaplain  Rotating  
Christmas Party  Bill McCord    376-5280 
Computers & Tech Phil Goff    831-3692  
Computer Support Dick Thomson     944-1760 
Fishing   Dick Thomson     944-1760 
Golf   Tom Robinson     798-4276 
Golf Handicap  David Harris        672-5543 
Greeters  Tim Hubbard    944-0742 
E-mail contact  John Maclay    937-2399 
Historian  Matt Arena    946-0404 
Honoree Selection Jack Bevis    254-7256 
Host   Frank Crua           932-0975 
 
 

Interviewer  Bill Mowris          672-2885 
Membership  Roland Scrivner   938-9078 
Membership Roster Dick Thomson     944-1760 
Newsletter Editor Phil Goff              831-3692 
       — Proofreader John Maclay        937-2399 
Nominating  Jerry Hunter    376-4353 
Photographer  Ken Miller           256-9419 
Piano   Bob Lake              837-4054 
Poker   Bill Harrington     935-1625 
Public Relations Terry Miller    686-9298 
Spring Party  Bill McCord    376-5280 
Sunshine  Matt Arena           946-0404 
Travel   Carlos Xavier       947-6756 
Volunteers  Bob Kinser           837-8886 
Webmaster  Floyd Skelton       838-2515 
Welcoming  Jerry Kaplan    938-1037 
 

Committee Chairmen 

Big SIR 
Floyd Skelton 

838-2515 

Little SIR 
Art Donaldson 

934-8391 

Secretary 
John Maclay 

937-2399 

Asst. Secretary 
Matt Arena 
946-0404 

Asst. Treasurer 
Bob Shader 
939-8421 

Treasurer 
Dick Chaffee 

932-5087 

Ron Armijo 
945-0637 

Dick Thomson 
944-1760 

Terry Miller 
686-9298 

Jerry Hunter 
376-4353 

Tom Eller 
939-5897 

Pete Belden 
686-3650 

Bill Hemmelsbach 
458-2511 
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Membership Summary 

Roland Scrivner           

$ums In Retirement  

The November 14 meeting of $ums in Retirement, 
Area 2 Investment Group will be held at the Diablo 
Creek golf course starting at 8am. Breakfast is 
available starting at 7am. 

Our speaker for the November meeting will be Mr. 
Michael O'Neill, Chief Investment Office, Sage 
Investment Management of Lafayette, CA.  

Sage focuses on equities with an emphasis on large 
and mid-cap stocks including both growth and 
value. Michael has over 35 years experience in the 
investment management business. He started with 
Putnam in 1970 and worked there until 1985 when 
he became President of JT Capital in San Francisco 
until it was bought by a larger investment manage-
ment company. He started Sage Investment Man-
agement in 1988. He has an undergraduate degree 
from the U. of Pennsylvania and an MBA from 
Harvard. 
 

Dave Munson 

Dave Munson 

Eugene Opet, June 
477 Beacon Ridge Ln. 
Walnut Creek, 94597 
939-9702 
IBM 
eaopet@yahoo.com 

Branch 116 Book Club  

Rich Black 

 
Total Current Members  —   259 
This Month’s Inductees —  1 
Those in Interview Stage — 3 
Total in Process   —  7 
On Inactive Status  — 29 
Left the Branch  —  1 
Waiting for a Member Number — 3 
 
One new member was inducted in October: 

Little SIR Art Donaldson can still recite the initial 
sentences of the Gettysburg Address. Rich Black 
filled in where he could, and Jack Butler came 
through with copies of it in its entirety for all, as 
the SIRS book group discussed Lincoln, his cabi-
net, his generals and the Washington D.C. social 
scene during the Civil War as reflected in Part II of 
Goodwin’s Team of Rivals. 

 Jim Scott, Lytton DeSilva, Bob Daily and Joel 
White completed the group. 

 Get a copy of The Life and Times of the Thun-
derbolt Kid and join fellow SIRS members on 
Monday, December 10 at 10:00 AM at Bonanza 
Street Books in Walnut Creek. (It’s a hoot!) 
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All SIR members and guests are welcome to par-
ticipate in fishing trips as well as attend the 
monthly meetings.  Next meeting will be Novem-
ber 15th at the Legend Sports Bar and Grill at the 
Diablo Creek Golf Course at 4050 Port Chicago 
Highway in Concord. Meeting starts at 8:30 am.  

Dick Poole of Pro Troll fishing visited us at our 
last meeting, and provided us with some great in-
formation about trolling for trout and salmon with 
flashers with e chip attachments. We learned a 
great deal about how to improve our catch with 
that method, and were very impressed with Mr. 
Poole’s knowledge and information.   

Don Mittelstaedt reported a very successful fly 
fishing trip to Lake Crowley using very tiny midge 
flies. Don caught many trout to 21 inches.  Bill 
King did some fly fishing for bass at Kelsey Ranch 
and also did very well.  Al Brunner tried to fish 
Tomes creek but low water made the fishing nearly 
impossible.  Paul Dubow had terrific time fishing 
at La Paz Mexico.  Paul caught many yellowfin 
tuna and dorado, and a large roosterfish.  Romano 
Gnusti fished the upper Sacramento near Duns-
muir for some beautiful 12 to 14 inch rainbow 
trout.  Craig Walton, Joe Peterson, and Carl 
Moyer caught only a few keeper stripers fishing 
Sherman Lake, Carl tried Big Break with the same 
result. Joe Peterson, Craig Walton, Joe Karg, 
and Harry Sherinian all fished with Carl for stur-
geon to no avail. On several solo trips Carl caught 
two keeper sturgeon.  Carl also had one last suc-
cessful rockfish trip, and caught 2 halibut in the 
bay to 8 lbs. 

Nine Sirs visited Lake Almanor for 2 days of fish-
ing in late October. Six fish were caught. Dick 

Thomson caught a 4 pound, 23 inch landlocked 
salmon. 

Upcoming events include several day trips to the 
delta for stripers/salmon, Bill Hooy and Craig 
Walton are Fish Masters; and a possible steelhead 
trip to the Klamath river hosted by John Wall. 

For further information, please contact Terry 
Miller (Big Fish) (925-686-9298;) Dick Thomson 
(Branch 116 Coordinator) 925-785-7600;) or 
Romano Gnusti (Treasurer/Secretary)(925-376-
3313.) 
 
  
  
 

Area 2 Fishing Report  

Dick Thomson 

Terry Miller 

Editor’s Mistake.  Last month this picture was cap-
tioned as Joe Karg.  It is our own Branch 116’s Terry 
Miller with a giant sturgeon. 

Dick Thomson with 4 pound Salmon. 
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October Lunch Meeting 

Bill McCord assembled a poster board 
of Christmas pictures to advertise the 
upcoming Christmas Party. 

Conrad Robertson was Honoree of the Month 

Tappan Munroe was our Guest Speaker 
 6 



Area 2 Computers and Technology 

Dick Curry, Asst. Chairman 
  376-5541  racorinda@pacbell.net   

Phil Goff, Chairman 
  831-3692  philgoff@yahoo.com 

Thursday, November 15, we will have two pres-
entations -- one on running dual operating sys-
tems on your computer and one on making fun 
photo gifts for Christmas. 
 
 Floyd Skelton will show how to run both Vista 
and Win XP on your computer. He will give an 
overview and demonstration of two ways of doing 
so.  (1) Microsoft’s Virtual PC (free software) and 
(2) partitioning your hard disk and installing both 
systems, creating a “dual boot” system.  Next, Phil 
Goff will show how to upload your photos to 
online galleries such as Snapfish, Shutterfly or 
Kodak.  He will demonstrate how easy it is to cre-
ate calendars and other items as Christmas gifts for 
your family. 
 
Following the Panel presentation, Dick Curry will 
lead an informative Computer Q&A session. 
 
Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned user, we 
try to offer something for everyone. We serve cof-
fee and pastries and all SIR members and their 
guests are welcome. 
 
Meetings of the Area 2 Computer and Technology 
Group are held the 3rd Thursday of each month 
(except June and December) from 9:00 to 11:00 
a.m., at the Walnut Creek Elks Lodge, 1475 
Creekside Drive (just off South Main.) 

Bridge 

Milt Greenstein 

 
October  had 4 bridge events scheduled. On Octo-
ber 2nd, the duplicate group met with 18 men join-
ing in. The team of Conrad Robertson/Gene 
Gould came in first with a score of 45.0 or 62.5%. 
Second place went to Ali Aghaiepour/Marv El-
lenberg with 43.0 points, and third place 
was  taken by Oscar Krikorian/Dan Green. 
  
Then a duplicate bridge challenge match between 
Branch 116 and Branch 8 was held on October 
19th. The honor of Branch 116 was held high by 
our Big SIR, Floyd Skelton and his partner, 
Monte Hall , when they came in first with a 65% 
score for the North-South Teams. Jai Yee and Ron 
Wolberg came in first for the East-West Teams 
with a 64% score. Branch 8 managed to take sec-
ond place in both categories. 
  
The lunch/bridge group met twice in October, with 
24 players on October 9th at Roundhill C.C. and 26 
players at Diablo C.C. on October 23rd. 
  
Our high scorer at Roundhill was Joel White with 
8,510 points, followed by Bill Sulli-
van ( 5,150 ), Marv DeHeus ( 4,660 ), Oscar 
Krikorian ( 4,480 ) and a tie for fifth between Lee 
Travis and Floyd Skelton ( 4,120 ). Small slams 
were made by Dick Chaffee/Oscar Krikorian, 
Joel White/Ron Wolberg and Joel white/Ali 
Aghaiepour  
  
At Diablo C.C., the high scorer was Cal Cohen 
with 6,380 points, followed by Jack Butler 
(5,880 ), Ali Aghaiepour ( 5,580 ), Jai Yee 
( 5,530 ) and Gene Gould (5,400 ). Small slams 
were made by Jack Butler/Rich Black and Lyt-
ton DeSilva/Fred Massaro. This was our second 
highest scoring round of the year, but only by 2 
points ( 696 to 698 ). Our average round score 
keeps going up, which must indicate that our play-
ers are getting better ! 

Newsletter Submissions 

Do you have an article or picture you would like to 
submit to the Trampas Topics Newsletter?  Just 
email it to trampastopics@gmail.com and 
the current Newsletter editor will retrieve it.  
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Attendance at the October 15th meeting totaled 188 
persons. This includes 179 members, 1 speaker, 
and 8 guests. There were 59 excused members and 
21 un-excused members. The un-excused members 
will be to asked to pay for their missed lunch. 

Attendance 

Jim Nachtweih           

Branch 116 Golfers  

David Geary 

The SIR Branch 116 Golf Club eighteen hole golf 
club has the following deadlines for payment  
 
Payment 
Deadline         Event                     date of play 
  
11/7                 Rooster Run         Tuesday, 11/20 
                  (Note that fee to ride is raised to $39) 
  
11/7                 Sunol/Cypress       Monday, 11/26 
  
11/24               Roddy Ranch        Monday, 12/17 
  
Golf club “donations” ($10) are expected by the 
end of November!  If you want to be an NCGA 
member through our SIR club, it is an additional 
$30.  Checks only, made out to our SIR golf 
club.  One check for both is fine. 
 
Regards, 
David Geary 

Big SIR  Art Donaldson 
Little SIR  Frank Crua 
Secretary  John Maclay 
Assistant Secretary Matt Arena 
Treasurer  Dick Chaffee 
Assistant Treasurer Bob Shader 
Directors:  Ron Armijo 
    Pete Belden 
    Bill McCord 
    Bill Hemmelsbach 
    Floyd Skelton 
    Ben Smith 
    Dick Thomson 

Branch 116 Officers and Directors 
for 2008 

November Guest Speaker  

Vernell Crittendon 

The speaker for the November meeting 
will be Vernell M. Crittendon Jr.  He 
spent nearly 30 years with the Califor-

nia Department of Corrections at San Quentin State 
Prison, retiring in December 2006 as Correctional 
Lieutenant.  He held many positions including super-
visor of the daily operation of Condemn Row, War-
den’s Administrative Assistant, and Public Informa-
tion Officer. 
 
As Public Information Officer, Mr. Crittendon par-
ticipated in public speaking engagements in the com-
munity and compiled statistical data on the history of 
San Quentin.   In addition to his other duties, he 
taught several courses such as Hostage Survival, 
Prison Gangs, and Use of Force Policy. 
 
Mr. Crittendon received two awards in 2006:   “The 
Best in the Business” from The American Correc-
tional Association (one of only 12 in the nation to 
receive that distinction); and the “Distinguished Ser-
vice Medal” from the California Department of Cor-
rections. 
 
Mr. Crittendon will be speaking on the history and 
current situation at San Quentin. 
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TRAVEL– Carlos 
Xavier 

Pick up brochures, forms, etc., at the travel desk at 
the luncheons. If we run out of these and you are still 
interested in the trip, please ask your travel chairman 
and he will have one sent to you. Payment should be 
made to the travel agency arranging the event unless 
otherwise stated in the announcement.  

Overnight and Longer Travel 

April 3-12, 2008 
The Islands of Hawaii. Our 50th SIR Anniversary 
trip is back again, better than ever.  We will fly to 
and from the Islands and enjoy two nights at the Ha-
waiian Village on Waikiki Beach before boarding 
Norwegian Lines’ new ship the Pride of America. 
Our 7 day cruise through the Islands include Hilo, 
Maui, Kona, Kauai and Oahu.  Cost ranges from 
$2554 to Owners Suites at $6065. Contact Carlos 
Xavier at 947-6756 for more details. 

October 6-19, 2008 
Danube Dream.  Glide past fairy-tale castles and 
medieval villages aboard the MS Switzerland II riv-
erboat traveling the second longest river in Europe. 
Take in views of the Czech Republic, Germany, 
Austria, Slovakia and Hungary. Enjoy a 2 night stay 
in Budapest followed by a 7 night cruise on the Da-
nube and a 3 night stay in Prague.  Cost $3415 to 
$3660.  Call Bob Hagler for more information at 934-
7620. 

Nine Hole Golf   
 

Dick Chaffee, Doug Alders 
and Joe Ostler 

We had eight players enjoy a wonderful day's 9-
hole golf tourney at Diablo Hills on 10/24.  
In scoring rank-Darrell McClaughry and Dick 
Chaffee broke their individual records on this 
course with 40's!  Darrell's drives (new Taylor-
Made Burner), and Dick's well-practiced pitch 
shots competed with the best of them!  
Following were Bob Shader with a 47, and Doug 
Aalders with a 48.  Also playing were Mel Gee, 
Joe Stralovich, Dusty Rhodes and Jerry Kaplan 
with scores in the low 50's.  
To add to Darrell's day, he also was closest to the 
hole on No. 4, about 10 feet away winning three 
balls, with no others having hit the green. 
On Oct. 31, we had 15 players who enjoyed good 
weather and great golf. 
We only count gross scores and I am happy to re-
port that the grossest score was Al Leschot with a 
34, followed by Ed Kline, Dick Chaffee, Joe Os-
tler and Darrell McClaughry with 37. The high-
est score of the day was a 48. A good day for all. 

November Lunch Menu 
 
• Roast and Carved Turkey 
• Mashed Potatoes and Gravy 
• Spring Salad with Candied Walnuts and Dried 

Cranberries 
• Rolls and Butter 
• Dessert 

        2007 
    October-07   Year to Date: 
          
Contributions   $2,960.00    $33,358.05  
          
Disbursements   $3,658.09    $33,215.37  
          

Net   (gain/loss)   ($698.09)   $142.68  

     
          

End of month  $7,986.55   

Branch 116 Treasurer’s  
Report 

Dick Chaffee 
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18 Hole Golf at Shadow Lakes 

Robbie Robinson, Paul Kim and Jim Clizbe with Mt. Diablo in the Background. 

Robbie tees off over Lake Fullabalz while a gallery of geese cackle. 
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18 Hole Golf Chairman 
 
 
 
Tom Robinson 

Handicap & 
Scoring 
 
 
David Harris 

Remember:  Sir Branch 116 Golf Hotline is 906-5355 
Golf Checks should be made out to:  “SIR Golf, Branch 116” 
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18 Hole Golf Leader Board 
Standings as of October 29, 2007 

The Golf Website address is,  

http://www.sir-web.org/116-golf/   
Please bookmark it in your “Favorites” list of 
websites. 
The website contains information on the following: 

• 2007 Golf Schedule: Dates, times, and courses 
as well as detailed information on costs, pay-
ment information, deadlines, and special event 
facts.  

• 18-Hole Pairings: Weekly, usually on the Fri-
day or Saturday prior to the event, showing 
captains, teams, starting times, and handicaps.  

• 18-Hole Leaders and Results: Weekly, usually 
within a day or two of the event.  

• 9-Hole Results: Bi-weekly, also usually 
within a couple of days of the event.  

• Paid-In-Advance Sign-Ups: Weekly, showing 
checks that have been received for the next 3 
or 4 pre-paid outings. 

• Boundary Oak Sign-Ups: Weekly, shortly fol-
lowing 18-hole events, and the monthly lunch-
eon when most signups occur. This listing will 
show who has signed-up for the next two 
Boundary Oak sessions, and whether they 
have indicated using a cart.  

All SIR 116 members are encouraged and invited to 
offer comments, additions, suggestions, and correc-
tions to the site. Please send your e-mail to: 
sir116.golf@sbcglobal.net 
 

The Golf Website has Up to Date info on all Tournaments 
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A non profit Organization for Retired Men 
devoted to the Promotion of Independence 
and Dignity of Retirement  

Las Trampas 
Branch #116 

RETURN TO:  Roland Scrivner 
3300 Tice Creek Drive #4 
Walnut Creek, CA  94595-4105 

Non-Responsibility Declaration: 
All activities arranged for or by, or sponsored by, Sons in Retirement, Incorporated, and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure 
of the members and their guests who desire to participate. Sons in Retirement Inc. and its Branches do not assume any responsibility for the 
well being or safety of the participants, or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities. 

Please Remember our Rules of Attendance and Membership for Branch 116 
Regular members missing 3 consecutive meetings without notifying their attendance chairman or attending less 
than one-half (5) meetings within the last 12 months, shall be notified by form letter of their membership termina-
tion.   NOTE: Excused meetings cannot be included to achieve the minimum attendance. Certification of atten-
dance at another Branch meeting will be considered a credit to the attendance record.  (Maximum of 2 visits per 
calendar year).   

Non-Responsibility Clause:  All travel events and other activities sponsored by Sons in Retirement, Incorporated, 
or its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure of the members and their guests who desire to participate. 
Sons in Retirement, Incorporated, and its Branches do not assume any responsibility for the well being or safety of 
the participants or passengers, of  their property or any damages whatsoever, in any manner pertaining to said 
travel activities. 

Checks for trips of 3 nights or less must be made payable to the Branch conducting the trip. Checks for trips in 
excess of 3 nights must be made payable to the travel agency involved. 


